Integrated Methods I  ECE/Elem

Some Dimensions of Curriculum Analysis

1.
Philosophical Underpinnings of the Curriculum.  What does it reflect about:


A.
How children learn best?


B.
What the purpose of education should be?


C.
What the students’ and teachers’ roles in the learning process should be?


D.
What characteristics a teacher should have?


E.
Its ideological roots



-romanticism



-cultural transmission



-progressivism

2.
Psychological  Assumptions


A.
How does it characterize the nature of the development?



- internal vs. external developmental forces



- continuity or discontinuity


C.
On what learning theory is it based?



- nature of the learner: (active.....passive)



- model of instruction


3.
Scholastic or Cultural Values


A.
What values does it reflect and foster?



- scholastic content



- purpose of schooling


B.
How flexible is it to community or culture-specific needs?

4.

Classroom Management and the Nature of the Social/Moral Atmosphere.


A.
How are the moral and behavioral guidelines established?


B.
Who owns problems when they come up, how will they be resolved?

5.
Practical Ramifications

A.
From where does the curriculum emanate?



- student..........teacher



- emergent..........prepackaged



- manipulative or authentic materials..........textbooks and worksheets


B.
What are the basic goals or objectives of this curriculum?



- attitudes and beliefs



- skills and behaviors



- self-concepts and emotional states



- imaginative and creative gains



- cognitive understandings



- aesthetic appreciation


C.
What types of learning activities take place in the classroom?



- group vs individual



- play?


C.
How are assessments used?



- what formative assessments are used, how are the results utilized?



- what form of summative assessments are used?


D.
How does it treat the relation between content and process?



- problem solving



- subject area preparation


E.
What elements are essential to the model?



- scheduling



- procedures



- materials



- others


F.
What is the children’s role?



- respect for children’s needs and ideas



- treatment of individual differences


G.
What is the teacher’s role?



- teaching – facilitating – scaffolding – recording - observing


H.
What is the parent’s role?



- passive......active


I.
What is the role of community or culture?



- how is diversity treated?


J.
Role of the environment & materials?


- textbooks ....... classroom and materials as the educational medium


- classroom & playground arrangement



- materials available for student use

6.
Overview

A.
What are its biggest strengths?


B.
What type of community, student, or teacher might it be best for?


C.
What does it provide the best preparation for (personal and subject area)?


D.
What are its biggest shortcomings?


E.
What features or components does it have that I could add to my 

       
   curriculum?

See Billman p. 230

See Epstein p. 34
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