Class 3.  Curriculum Models.

Class Objectives:

After this class students will be able to:

•
demonstrate a functional understanding of the fundamental elements of curriculum for early childhood through elementary aged students.  

•
understand a variety of foundational early childhood and elementary curricular models.

•
demonstrate the ability to compare and contrast a range of early childhood curricular models, identifying critical dimensions for analysis.

•
describe the historical roots of early childhood theory and practice, noting significant contributors to the field.

•
consider child developmental theory and the principles of educational psychology when making curricular decisions.

•
explore a variety of new ideas in education and analyze their effectiveness in the early childhood and elementary setting.

•
develop a library of relevant pedagogical resources

•
examine learning from and with each other in a fun and creative atmosphere

•
continue to develop a practical understanding of the PBL approach.

•
demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively and collaboratively  with peers.

Fundamental issues:

•
What is curriculum?

•
Describe 8 different models of early childhood education: from underlying principles to essential elements.

•
On what dimensions should various curricula be compared?

•
Compare and contrast Waldorf, Montessori, Highscope, Creative, Reggio, Project Approach, Bank Street on these dimensions.

•
Know who, @when, where, and why

Locke

Rousseau

Pestalozzi

Froebel

Montessori

Schurz

Dewey

•
Head Start: why, when, how well, and what next…?

•
What are some key features of open education?

•
What is the utility of all these essentially preschool models for my public school classroom practice?

•
What is the purpose of curriculum

