Issue 1.  Curriculum Theory.

Class Objectives:

After this class students will be able to:

•
demonstrate a functional understanding of the fundamental elements of curriculum for early childhood through elementary.  

•
explore a variety of new ideas in education and analyze their effectiveness in the early childhood and elementary setting.

•
consider child developmental theory and the principles of educational psychology when making curricular decisions.

•
recognize the purpose, utility and problems inherent in national goals, standards and benchmarks.

•
identify appropriate social education and social studies goals.  

•
recognize fundamental social studies concepts and benchmarks, and demonstrate the ability to integrate them into lessons and thematic units.

•
begin to develop a functional understanding of the PBL approach.

•
develop a library of relevant pedagogical resources

•
examine learning from and with each other in a fun and creative atmosphere

•
demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively and collaboratively  with peers.

Fundamental issues:

•
What is curriculum?

•
What is the ultimate goal of Education?

•
Is there a relation between politics and curriculum?

•
What is the purpose of curriculum?

•
On what should the curriculum be based? 
•
What are prevalent educational philosophical perspectives and how do they translate in to curricula? 

•
Compare and contrast preconceptualized curricula with "knowledge in the making". 

•
Can curriculum choices be isolated from community and culture? 

•
Is it appropriate to develop and implement a centralized curriculum?

•
What are some of the old assumptions about curriculum and how have these been challenged recently? 

•
Is educational psychology and objective science, or where do values enter the equation? 

•
What should be the relation between theory, research and practice? 

PBL Flow

Phase 1 - Reasoning through the problem and identifying our educational needs.


- brainstorming


- identify key issues and questions


- organize and discuss the issues


- assign a "do-able" topics for further study

Phase 2 - Self directed study

Phase 3 - Application of new knowledge to addressing the problem


- compile information


- discuss possible solutions


- pick a format and address problem with solution

